Glenrand M•I•B Police Station Renovation Celebrates One Year 
Passionately Transforming Crime Lines into Construction Lines
[Tues, 31 Aug 2010]:  Glenrand M•I•B today celebrates a one-year milestone in its innovative ‘Police Station Renovation’ campaign which has seen an investment of R2.5 million by the short term insurance brokerage to promote the campaign and renovate 11 police stations - 7 in Gauteng and 4 in the Western Cape – and provide a platform for communities to reward their respective police precincts for service beyond expectation.    
The Glenrand M•I•B Police Station Renovation campaign was embarked upon in August 2009 in Gauteng with media partner Talk Radio 702, and in February 2010 with the campaign aired on Cape Talk.  The campaign is set to go national in its second leg kicking off in the last quarter of 2010.
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Andrew Chislett, CEO of Glenrand M•I•B says, “Initially, the Glenrand M•I•B Station Renovation was all about upgrading buildings and giving a police station a functional make-over that would facilitate better service by the police to their local community.  We soon realised there was much more to the work being done than simply bricks and mortar and a coat of paint – it became more about building bridges between communities, between the Police men and women who serve this country and between business.  The uplifting emotional effect it has had on the men and women that work within those walls was entirely unexpected.  To see this filter through to the communities who were called upon to get involved and nominate their police stations for service beyond expectation, and in turn see the response from our SAPS was an incredible reward.” 
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The project was built on the premise of nurturing community involvement, by giving the public the opportunity to vote for a police station that is most deserving of a renovation, as a means of giving credit to police stations that go above and beyond the call of duty.  
“The police station is often what most victims of crime are faced with at possibly one of the most traumatic times in their lives.  As a leading short-term insurance brokerage, Glenrand M•I•B is all too familiar with the results and implications of criminal activity.  The Glenrand M•I•B Police Station Renovation is a means for Glenrand M•I•B to make a tangible difference in the lives of both police officers and victims alike by laying the foundations that will advance the efforts in the fight against crime.”  
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The acting provincial commissioner for Gauteng, Major General Henrietta Bester says, “Glenrand M•I•B took an interest and set about renovating police stations.  They also took it one step further by aiding the SAPS to form better relations with the communities we serve.   This type of relationship-building forms the foundation for effective crime fighting.  The importance of Community Policing should never be underestimated, as it is needed to underpin effective operational policing and to prevent alienation, remoteness and impoverished standards of policing.”  

“As a direct result of Glenrand MIB’s active involvement in the South African Police Service, a host of police officers affected by the renovations show an increase in motivation levels.  For this reason, we would like to thank Glenrand M•I•B for their initiative and continued support,” says Major General Bester.
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Head of News and Current Affairs at Primedia Broadcasting and Head of Crime Line, Yusuf Abramjee says, “On behalf of Primedia Broadcasting we are delighted that Glenrand has embarked upon and completed this very important campaign.  It has created a wonderful platform to work from and has made a significant difference in the lives of police officers in their working environment and also out in the field.  Station Renovation provided a voice for the various communities to do the right thing by supporting their local police precinct and giving them the recognition for their selfless efforts.  This is in line with LEAD SA.  Glenrand M•I•B is leading the way and we hope many will follow their example.”
Glenrand M•I•B Police Station Renovation in Gauteng saw the renovation of seven stations - SAPS Benoni, Moroko, Rosebank, De Deur, Silverton, Naledi and Brixton, followed by the Western Cape leg with four police stations renovated namely SAPS Camps Bay, Simons Town, Delft and Ocean View.
Visit www.702.co.za or www.capetalk.co.za to see the results of the renovations as well as launch details of the second leg of the campaign.  
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